Spontaneous animal model, ddY mouse, for studying the pathogenesis and treatment in patients with immunoglobulin A nephropathy.
Immunoglobulin (Ig)A nephropathy has the highest incidence among the various forms glomerulonephritis in the world. The initiating and progressive factors in patients with IgA nephropathy are still obscure. Although there is no specific treatment for patients with IgA nephropathy at present, more clinical trials of new treatments are warranted for such patients. Therefore, it is necessary to clarify those factors and to develop more effective drugs using a spontaneous animal model, the ddY mouse, in the future.